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June 19, 2012 

 

Ms. Susan Nottingham 

Campus Director 

Vista College 

3440 Bell Street, Suite 100 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

 

Ms. Nottingham: 

 

By way of introduction, let me state that the Texas Home School Coalition is a statewide organization of home educators 
with over  60,000 home school families on our mailing list, many of whom are in your area.  As advocates for home 

educators in Texas, we function as a liaison for the home school community to many state agencies, particularly the 

Texas Education Agency (TEA).  Consequently, the TEA refers calls received by that agency regarding home education 

to our association for clarification and resolution.   

 

I am writing in response to a call from M__. G____ N______, a member of our association. According to Mrs. 

N______, you informed her daughter, Ms. T_______ N_____, yesterday that she would no longer be allowed to attend 

classes at Vista College because her diploma was from a home school.  T_______ graduated from her home school in 

2008, and as the administrator of that private home school, Mrs. N_____ issued her diploma, and we can confirm that 

she was in full compliance with the laws of the state of Texas regarding the education of her daughter and had full 

authority to grant that diploma. 
 

Home schools in Texas are considered by the state of Texas to be non-accredited private schools, and graduates of those 

schools are recognized by the state as equivalent to public high school graduates.  [“…the State of Texas considers 
successful completion of a non-traditional secondary education to be equivalent to graduation from a public high 

school…” – Texas Education Code Section 51.9241 (2) (b)].  Therefore, the state of Texas recognizes T_______ 

N_____ as a high school graduate.  The federal government also recognizes Texas home school graduates as high school 

graduates for the purpose of college admission; therefore, they are eligible for federal assistance in student loan 

programs. 

 

I have included a memorandum from the Texas Commissioner of Higher Education Coordinating on this matter for your 

review, as well as the most recent letter from the commissioner of the Texas Education Agency.  

 
Please reinstate T_______ N_____ as a student to avoid any necessary action on our part.  Should you wish to discuss 

this matter, I would be happy to do so.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tim Lambert 

President, Texas Home School Coalition 


