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September 8, 2010 

 

Dr. Rebecca Lothringer 

Director of Undergraduate Admissions  

University of North Texas 

Denton, TX 76203 

 

Dr. Lothringer: 

 

… 

 

It has come to our attention that the Apply Texas Freshman application that UNT has distributed to 

freshman applicants appears to be in conflict with the policy of the Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board.  This application makes the following statement on page 4, question 28 

regarding residency:  “Did you live or will you have lived in Texas for at least 36 consecutive 

months before graduating from a public or private Texas high school or completing a GED? (To 

answer 'Yes,' you must either graduate from a Texas public or private high school or earn or plan to 

earn a GED. All others, including home-schooled students who do not plan to earn a GED, 

must answer 'No.') 
 

In 2003 the Texas Education Code was amended regarding admission of students with nontraditional 

secondary education into institutions of higher learning.  Section 51.9241(b) states that “because the 
State of Texas considers successful completion of a nontraditional secondary education to be 

equivalent to graduation from a public high school, an institution of higher education must treat an 

applicant for admission to the institution as an undergraduate student who presents evidence that the 

person has successfully completed a nontraditional secondary education according to the same 

general standards as other applicants for undergraduate admission who have graduated from a public 

high school.” 

 

In October 2006, in response to our request for clarification on the THECB policy regarding the 

determination of residency status of home schooled graduates, Deputy Commissioner David 

Gardner issued a memorandum from the THECB, stating, “Staff has reexamined the issues involved 
in determining the residence status of home schooled students and has concluded that students who 

successfully complete a home school program and who meet the other residency requirements set 

forth in 54.052(a)(3) are to be considered Texas residents.  Simply stated, students who successfully 

complete a course of study at the secondary school level in a home school program can utilize that 

achievement to meet the requirement set forth in 54.052 (a)(3)(A).” 

 

This policy has been in effect since October 2006 and is reflected in the Texas Administrative Code 

Title 19 Part 1 Chapter 21 Subchapter B Section 21.24 (a) (1) (A). The Texas legislature and the 



THECB’s clear intent is that home school graduates not be discriminated against with regard to 

admission or residency requirements.  Please amend your policy and/or application procedures 

regarding home school graduates to bring it into compliance with Texas law and federal guidelines.  

I would be happy to discuss this issue with you at your convenience. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Lambert 

 

cc:  President V. Lane Rawlins, University of North Texas; Dr. Raymund Paredes, Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board; State Representative Dan Branch, Chairman, Texas House Higher 

Education Committee; State Senator Judith Zaffirini, Chairman, Senate Higher Education 

Committee; State Senator Wendy Davis; State Representative Diane Patrick; Texas home schoolers 

 


