
Academy Applicants that are Home Schooled 
 
In Texas, homeschoolers are legally recognized as private schools.  Private schools in this 
state are not regulated.  Homeschoolers use a written curriculum and teach the five core 
subjects of reading, grammar, math, spelling, and a civics course.   
 
Homeschoolers do not have to register with a school district, submit to home visits, or submit 
their curriculum for approval by the school district.  Homeschool families are not required to 
submit standardized test scores to a school district.  In Texas, parents who are teaching their 
children in compliance with the requirements of private schools are legal.  To refuse to 
recognize them as legal is to deny them equal protection under the law.   
 
The Texas Education Agency does not regulate, index, monitor, approve, nor register the 
programs available to parents who choose to home school.   
 
The State of Texas does not award a diploma to students that are home schooled.  Because a 
home school is considered a private school in Texas, the administrators of a home school (the 
parents or administrator of an umbrella school) have the ability to determine the requirements 
for graduation for its students just as any other private school.  When the student has 
completed what has been determined to be the home school's requirements the parent or 
administrator may graduate the student and issue a diploma.    
 
In 2003, the 78th Legislature passed HB 944 which defined "nontraditional secondary 
education" as a course of study at the secondary school level in a non-accredited private 
school setting, including a home school.  In that regard, an institution of higher education 
may not require an applicant for admission to the institution as an undergraduate student who 
presents evidence that the person has successfully completed a nontraditional secondary 
education to: (1) obtain or submit evidence that the person has obtained a general education 
development certificate, certificate of high school equivalency, or other credentials 
equivalent to a public high school degree; or (2) take an examination or comply with any 
other application or admission requirement not generally applicable to other applicants for 
undergraduate admission to the institution.  Given that, an academy may not require more of 
a homeschooler than they do for any other applicant.   
 
The important thing to remember is that a diploma from a homeschool is the same as a 
diploma from an accredited public high school.  The academy applicant does not need any 
"certification" from the public school district.   
 
If you have any additional questions please feel free to call me at 512 936 7712. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert J. Bodisch 
Director, Education and Training 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 
Officer Standards and Education 
 

Letter can be found at www.tcleose.state.tx.us/train_coor/texas_homeschool.doc. 


