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June 7, 2013

The Honorable Sheri Y. Dean
309th Family Court
Harris County Courthouse
1115 Congress, 7th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Judge Dean,

By way of introduction, let me state that the Texas Home School Coalition Association is a
statewide advocacy organization for home educators with almost 70,000 families on our mailing list,
a large number of which live in the 309th Judicial District.  Our mission is to serve the home school
community and protect the right of parents to teach their children at home. We fulfill this mission
through the court, the legislature, and through the electoral process.

It has recently come to our attention that you have expressed your intent to render a court order
that essentially forces a fit, home school mother, Mrs. M___ K___, to stop home schooling her
children. This decision comes despite the fact that Mrs. K___ has educated her children
exceptionally well, that the children wish to remain home schooled, and that to place the children in
another educational environment would not be in the best interest of the children.

Judge Dean, it is a well established fact among the education and sociological communities that
home school students on average not only excel in education and areas of socialization, but
actually surpass their peers educated in public schools.[1][2] Mrs. K___’s children are perfect
examples of this truth. In fact, during the trial Mrs. K___ testified that last year her children received
the following composite scores on their Iowa Tests of Basic Skills:

A___ K___ (10th grade) = 83th national percentile
B___ K___ (8th grade) = 99th national percentile
N___ K___ (5th grade) = 87th national percentile
C___ K___ (1st grade) = 58th national percentile

A___’s and B___’s scores were at college level in all subject areas. However if they were forced to
enroll in public school, they will likely not be given credit for the work they have done at home but
rather be forced to take credit by examination tests to receive credit for the work that they have
already done. Or even worse, they may be required to start as freshmen and take all of the courses
over again, regardless of the knowledge they have. This could hardly be in the “best interests of the
children”.

Furthermore, can it really be coincidence that all 4 of Mrs. K___’s children have performed so well?
The empirical evidence shows that home schooling has exceptionally educated all 4 of these children
and that Mrs. K___ has done an excellent job as their instructor.



Judge Dean, to remove these 4 children from their current educational environment and to force

this family to leave the new life that they have established would be seen as a direct affront to

the home school community of Texas and of Harris County. Home schoolers and voters in

Texas and in Harris County will be shocked to learn that a fit mother who has gone above and

beyond her duty to adequately educate her children has been treated in such a matter.

We strongly encourage you to reconsider the arguments, evidence, and pleadings before

entering your final order.

Sincerely,

Tim Lambert

cc: Governor Rick Perry, Congressman Steve Stockman, State Representative John Davis,

State Senator Larry Taylor, Houston Chamber of Commerce, Houston Republican Party, Texas

Home School Families

Sources:

[1] http://nheri.org/research/research-facts-on-homeschooling.html

[2]http://www.collegeathome.com/homeschool-domination/


