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October 12, 2011 

 

Interim Commissioner Howard Baldwin 

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 

P.O. Box 149030 

Austin, Texas 78714-9030 

 

Dear Commissioner Baldwin, 

 

Mr. and Mrs. T__ M____ are members of our association, and I am writing to request that this 

family receive a waiver to allow them to homeschool their adoptive children in their home instead of 

placing them in a public or private school setting. At my last meeting with your predecessor she 

asked me to contact her directly with these requests and this letter is a precursor to a visit as set up 

with the assistance of Governor Perry’s office and to give detailed information on the case in 
particular and the issue in general. 

 

Last week the M_____ signed an adoptive placement agreement to adopt two boys, D_____ S_____, 

eight years old, and W______ S____, six years old.  D______ has had severe behavioral issues in 

school and was in the choice room daily at his previous school last year and also this school year. 

 Mr. and Mrs. M____ are convinced this problem is due to sensory processing issues.  They had 

D_____ assessed by a psychologist, Dr. Jerry Stettheimer, in Garland last week.  Dr. Stettheimer 

diagnosed D_____ with Asperger’s syndrome and confirmed that it is in the best interest of this 
child for him to be homeschooled.  In fact, all of their psychological evaluations and health history 

reports state that both D_____ and W______ do better in "1:1 care in a very structured setting."  At 

this point D_____ is in the second grade and cannot read or write.  He has had violent outbursts at 

school, but the M____ family has not had any problems with the behavioral issues in their home that 

he displays in the school setting and they firmly believe it is because they are able to control his 

sensory environment and change subjects in fifteen-minute increments in order to keep his attention. 

 

Another reason Mr. and Mrs. M____ feel it necessary for D_____ to be homeschooled is the fact 

that he needs sensory processing therapy.  The Excel Pediatric Clinic in Rockwall has a waiting list 

for after-school therapy, but they can see D_____ if the family is able to do therapy during the day, 

before the public school lets out. 

 

The M_____ are using some of the most well-recognized curricula in the nation, from well-

respected sources within the home school movement, and many graduates using this curricula have 

gone on to college.  As to the issue of accreditation, curricula are generally not accredited as schools 

are.  In Texas, home schools are recognized by the state as unaccredited private schools, and in 2004 

the Texas Legislature amended the Texas Education Code to require state-supported colleges and 

universities to treat home school graduates on the same basis for admission that they use for public 

school graduates.   
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Several weeks ago, when the M_____ forwarded a request for a waiver to homeschool to Ms. 

Stephanie Duren, caseworker for D______ and W______, they attached a listing of curricula they 

own and plan to use, photos of the school curricula, and a listing of the local organizations and 

teaching co-op of which they are members.  Mrs. M____ then spoke with Mrs. Brenda Lund, who is 

supervisor to Caseworker Duren, and was told on Sunday, October 2, that she must enroll the 

children in school by Monday, October 3.  On Monday, October 3, Mrs. M____ sent Ms. Lund and 

Ms. Duren information about an online school.  Ms. Lund replied that the "Education Specialist" 

stated that online school is not approved.  Ms. Lund also affirmed that she believed the M____ 

family would receive a response about the waiver to homeschool by Wednesday, October 5, even 

though on October 3 an email was received by the M_____ from Ms. Lund stating that if the 

M_____ did not have waiver approval by Wednesday, October 5, they would be required to enroll 

D_____ and W______ in an accredited private school at their own expense or else in a public school 

setting. 

 

Mr. Baldwin, children who are newly placed in a home need a significant amount of time to bond 

and attach to their new family.  Home schooling will enable Mr. and Mrs. M____ to work-one-on 

one with D______ and W______ not at an educational level only but at an emotional level as well.  

These parents will be the primary influence on these young men and will be better equipped to meet 

their emotional and attachment needs. 

 

Numerous studies by many different sources over the last two decades have virtually all come to the 

same conclusions:  Home schooling is a very viable educational alternative, and home schooled 

students do very well both academically and socially.  For a review of some of the research on home 

schooling, I encourage you to visit the National Home Education Research Institute 

(www.nheri.org). 

 

While some in your agency have suggested that psychological testing and educational assessments 

may need to be completed to justify why adopted children should be homeschooled, I am not aware 

of any situation in which that has been required of families in the past.  Therefore I urge you to allow 

this well-qualified family to teach their adoptive children at home. 

 

I hope this information will help you, and any others who are involved in this course of action, to 

allow this family to teach their children at home.  This adoption process was begun by the M______ 

with the goal of the children being taught at home rather than being required to enroll in a public 

school.  Requiring public school enrollment now would delay their integration into the family and 

require another change later (to home schooling), when the adoption is complete.  All of these facts 

appear to demonstrate that it is in the best interest of these children for the M_____ to teach them at 

home.  At this time Mr. and Mrs. M____ are requesting an approval of waiver to homeschool 

D_____ and W______.  
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Sincerely, 

 

Tim Lambert 

 

cc: Ms. Katherine Yoder, Office of Governor Perry; Assistant Commissioner for CPS Audrey 

Deckinga. 

 


