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Share the Vision? 
W hy?

Tim  Lam bert , THSC President
Although Tim  wrote this art icle in 

2005, I  feel the m essage is st ill 

very relevant  today. ~  Sheila

  

I  have not iced that  hom e 

school conferences, support  

groups, newslet ters, and 

other support  funct ions for 

hom e schoolers today are 

very different  from  those of 

20 years ago, when we 

began our journey. Today 

there are a t rem endous 

num ber of choices that  

fam ilies have concerning 

curr icula, hom e school 

cooperat ives, support  

groups, and tutor ing 

services- -not  to m ent ion 

books and publicat ions that  

address vir tually every 

pract ical aspect  of hom e 

educat ion. Num erous 

speakers and authors are 

veteran hom e schoolers, 

with years of experience, 

who are eager to share their  

insights and opinions about  

the best  m ethods and 

m aterials.
 
Twenty years ago there was 

lit t le inform at ion and only a 

few books on the subject . 

Hom e school conferences 

focused prim arily on the 

concepts and vision of hom e 

educat ion, and leaders in 

the m ovem ent  were 

visionaries who had decided 

to hom eschool out  of 

convict ion. They had 

determ ined that  it  was not  

only a way they could 

educate their  children 

successfully but  also a 

m anner in which they could 

protect  their  children from  

the negat ive influences of 

our culture while im part ing 

their  spir itual and 

philosophical values in the 

process.
 
While these events were 

m eager in term s of the 

num ber of offer ings 

presented at  today's 

conferences, they focused 

on the vision of how hom e 

schooling could benefit  our 

fam ilies and our culture. The 

tone of m ost  of these events 

was alm ost  evangelist ic, 

seeking converts to the 

concept  of hom e educat ion. 

We cam e away from  them  

inspired and com m it ted to 

teach our children at  hom e, 

regardless of the cost  or 

opposit ion, because we had 

been convinced that  the 

spir itual, educat ional, and 

personal fruit  was worth any 

pr ice we had to pay.

Read on.
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Send your newslet ters and com m ents to leaders@thsc.org .

Show  Appreciat ion for  Your
Fellow  Leaders 
  

As the school year begins to wind down and co-ops and groups 

prepare for those end-of-school part ies and special events, 

don't  forget  to recognize those who have planned those part ies 

and coordinated those events!  

Request  cert ificates of appreciat ion  for your support  group 

leaders, and let  them  know they are appreciated!  THSC will 

pr int  beaut iful cert ificates on behalf of your group, FREE upon 

request .  
 
Let  your fellow  leaders know  how  m uch they are 
appreciated. Order Cert ificates of Appreciat ion for  your 

group leaders today!

Have You Had a Change  
in Leadership?

W e W ant  to Hear From  You!
Those who have at tended THSC's Leadership Training 

Conference (LTC)  know how m uch valuable wisdom  and advice 

leaders 

can glean from  other leaders. This is one 

reason the LTC is such an ext raordinary event , but  

unfortunately, the LTC only com es once a year.
 
Therefore, in the m eant im e, we hope to provide som e of the 

encouragem ent , assistance, and advice you need each m onth in 

this THSC m onthly leader e-newslet ter, but  we want  to hear 

from  you as well.

  

How has your group adjusted to the changes and challenges of 

an expanding hom e school com m unity? How has the growth of 

the vir tual com m unity (social networking)  changed the way 

your group com m unicates? Do you have som ething that  has 

worked well in your group- -either an event , a fun act ivity, a 

m ethod to im prove com m unicat ion and prom ote goodwill,  a 

solut ion to a difficult  problem , or perhaps just  a word of 

encouragem ent  and inspirat ion? Please share it !  We want  to 

hear from  you!  
 
Leaders have so m uch to offer to other leaders. Won't  you take 

a m inute to drop us a line? We'd love to share your wisdom !

ANote from  THSC 

Don't  Miss the Last  THSC
Capitol Day!

"Governm ents are inst ituted am ong m en, deriving their  just  

powers from  the consent  of the governed."  Declarat ion of 

I ndependence,  July 4, 1776
 
Don't  m iss the last  THSC 

Capitol Day on May 3
 
The Texas legislature only 

m eets during odd-num bered 

years, so this is your last  

chance to get  hands-on 

experience and learn how 

hom e schoolers can m ake a 

difference. Make it  a polit ical 

science field t r ip, and register  

as a group !  Deadline is April 

26!

Get  m ore details.

Has your group recent ly experienced a change in leadership, or 

will spr ing elect ions br ing new leaders 

onboard? Now is the t im e to drop us a 

line  to update your support  group 

inform at ion or fill out  our organizat ion 

quest ionnaire  and m ake sure your new 

leaders are get t ing the m onthly THSC 

Leader Let ter in their  inboxes.

One of the m ost  difficult  jobs we have here at  THSC is keeping 

support  group inform at ion up- to-date. Every day we receive 

calls from  hom e school fam ilies all across the state looking to 

connect  with other hom e school fam ilies. I t  m akes our job 

m uch easier when we know that  the inform at ion we are giving 

them  is current  and accurate.
 
Also, the THSC REVI EW m agazine is free upon request  to all 

Texas hom e school fam ilies, so take a THSC sign- up sheet  to 

your next  support  group m eet ing, and add those new hom e 

school fam ilies to the THSC m ailing list .
 
W e look forw ard to hearing from  you! 

Mark Your Calendars!
Here are som e great  events you won't  

want  to m iss, so m ark your calendars 

today!  
 
THSC Annual Aw ards Gala and 

Fundraiser - April 1 5 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Aust in 

 
THSC Leader Appreciat ion W eek  

April 1 0 - 1 6 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Wherever you live in Texas, honor your 

leaders with a Cert ificate of Appreciat ion !  

 
ARCH Book Fair  and Speakers Conference  -  April 2 9 - 3 0 , 

2 0 1 1  ~  Houston 
 
THSC Capitol Days -  May 3 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Aust in

 
Hearth and Hom e Minist r ies Annual Book Fair

May 6 - 7 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Arlington
 

FEAST Convent ion and Curr iculum  Fair

May 2 0 - 2 1 , 2 0 1 1  ~  San Antonio
 

Concho Valley Hom eschool Conference 

May 2 0 - 2 1 , 2 0 1 1  ~  San Angelo
 

Gulf Coast  Hom e Educat ion Conference 

June 3 - 4 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Houston
 

CHEACT Conference and Book Fair  

June 2 4 - 2 5 , 2 0 1 1  ~  Aust in
 

THSC State Convent ion and Fam ily Conference

July 2 8 - 3 0 , 2 0 1 1  ~  The W oodlands
 
Leadership Training Conference 
Novem ber 1 1 - 1 3 , 2 0 1 1  ~  W axahachie

The world has changed considerably 

since I began homeschooling in the early 

'90s. I still don't know whether the virtual 

world that has now become a daily reality 

for most of us--especially those of a 

younger generation--has expanded our 

world or shrunk it. Facebook, social 

media, iPhones, and the Internet have 

changed the world and expanded our 

choices in many areas as home school parents. Curriculum options are 

now inexhaustible, and there is a wealth of places for today's home 

school mom to connect with other home school moms within a virtual 

community. Those of us who once had to seek out other home school 

families and build our relationships on a park bench or with direct 

conversation over the phone may sometimes wonder at the depth of 

those virtual relationships, but perhaps ours is just the perspective of a 

different generation. 
 
As the world has changed, so has the home school community, and 

many support group leaders have struggled to keep up and adjust to 

those changes. For some groups, change has threatened to dissipate the 

group, and for others, the mobile and virtual connections have built a 

bigger and better group. As the face of home schooling changes and 

group leaders struggle to keep up, I wonder if the vision of home 

schooling has changed? Have we communicated a vision for home 

schooling to those who have followed us, and if so, what is the vision we 

have passed on? 
 
Last week I was looking over a discussion on the Alpha Omega 

Facebook page that asked the question, "Would you still homeschool if it 

was illegal?" It generated quite a bit of discussion and stirred up some 

strong, heartfelt convictions within many, but it made me wonder, "What 

exactly is the vision that these young home school parents have for their 

families?" What motivates them to homeschool? As a leader, do you 

know?
 
Sheila Campbell 

THSC Leader Liaison
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