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August 10,2012

Ms. Stephanie Stokes, Dual Credit Coordinator

Texarkana College

2500 North Robison Road

Texarkana, Texas 75599

Ms. Stokes:

By way of introduction, let me state that the Texas Home School Coalition Association is a

statewide advocacy organization for home educators, with almost 70,000 home school families

on our mailing list. Our mission is to serve the home school community and protect the right of

parents to teach their children at home.

I am writing in response to contacts from home school families who have attempted to enroll
their children in dual credit courses at your institution, Texarkana College. Per a phone call with
you during the week of August 6,2012, they were informed that dual credit courses would no
longer be offered to home school students because, "Texarkana College wanted to follow the

laws on how to handle home schoolers," and the school was seeking to make changes to

accomplish that. You also informed these families that they could enroll their students through
early admission, but they would not receive the same price discount as public school students.

In an effort to assist these families and clarify Texarkana College's policy in refusing to allow
home school students to take dual credit courses, our office called you today, August 9, and
spoke with you on the phone. You confirmed that dual credit courses are available to public
school students but are not available to home school students at Texarkana College because "the
college wants to make sure that they are following the laws regarding home school students."
You also confirmed that home schooled students may enroll through early admission but are not

eligible for the discounted pricing available to public school students.

Ms. Stokes, Section 130.008 (e) of the Texas Education Code relating to dual credit courses is
very clear: "In admitting or enrolling high school students in a course offered for joint high
school and junior college credit under Subsection (a), a public junior college must apply the

same criteria and conditions to each student wishing to enroll in the course without regard
to whether the student attends a public school or a private or parochial school, including a
home school." Texarkana College's decision to refuse home school students' enrollment into

dual credit classes is discriminatory and a clear violation of this statute.
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I urge policy makers at Texarkana College to reverse this illegal policy before the registration

deadline for classes this fall. Failure to do so will result in our taking any and all actions

necessary to resolve the discrimination against home school students at Texarkana College.

Sincerely,

Tim Lambert

cc: Mr. James Henry Russell, President Texarkana College; Dr. Raymund Paredes, Texas

Commissioner of Higher Education; State Senator Kevin Eltife; State Representative George

Lavender; Ms. Barbara Cargill, State Board of Education; Texas home schoolers


